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an evolution of fun



a. Walt Disney World 
(EPCOT), 2015

b. Disneyland Paris 
(Disneyland Park), 
2020

c. Sesame Place PA, 
2011

d. Universal Orlando 
(Islands of 
Adventure), 2023

e. LEGOLAND New 
York, 2021

f. Canada’s 
Wonderland, 2022

g. Disneyland Paris 
(Disneyland Park), 
2020
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research question

How did amusement and leisure evolve in 
the aftermath of the Second World War?
• rise of the themed entertainment 

industry; “the Disneyland effect”
• segregated post-war America; MLK Jr.’s 

family in Atlanta, GA

TIME 
magazine,
June 14, 1968

Letter from Birmingham Jail,
April 16, 1963



my thesis argument

Amusement was changed by Disney’s idea and 
started on the trajectory we see “theme parks” in 
today.
+ “post-WW2” has existed up to the 1990s, setting 

up now
+ a radical shift in methodology and viewing the 

medium
> trending to more immersive environments (still!)



“the Disneyland effect”
1. Popularity leads to 

proliferation.

2. In theory, these new 
“themed” parks generate a 
boom to towns and spur 
development.

3. Park proliferation nationwide 
had successes and losses.
(C. V. Wood: Freedomland, Pleasure Island, 

etc.)

Walt Disney’s Disneyland, season 1, episode 1, 
“The Disneyland Story”, aired October 27, 1954 
on ABC

Time magazine, author unknown, June 14, 1968 
“Modern Living: The City: The Disneyland Effect”



segregation and unequal
guest experiences

two-pronged effect:
1. Black visitors (children and families)
2. Black employees (college students and senior citizens)

irony and double-sidedness; expectation vs. reality

NOTE: Disneyland vs. other parks and the “Disneyland effect” in integrated 
1960s-70s America



segregation and unequal
guest experiences (continued)

wire article, United Press 
International. New York Times, 
July 26, 1963

LEFT: press photo of a theatre troupe of college students, dressed as Confederate soldiers 
executing a Union spy, with a young park guest—a “recruit”—joining in? (1961)

RIGHT: postcard with concept art for Naler’s Plantation House restaurant (1961)

photos from Six Flags Over Texas: The First Fifty Years by Davis G. McCown



segregation and unequal
guest experiences (continued)

“[W]hen you suddenly find your 
tongue twisted and your speech 
stammering as you seek to explain 
to your six-year-old daughter why 
she cannot go to the public 
amusement park that has just 
been advertised on television…”

— Martin Luther King, Jr.
Letter From Birmingham Jail

April 16, 1963

https://twitter.com/Defunctland/status/1267844075039973378


what sources did I use?

Chronicling America
Historic American Newspapers

chroniclingamerica.loc.gov



what sources did I use?



what sources did I use?
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questions?


