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research question

How did amusement and leisure evolve in
the aftermath of the Second World War?
* rise of the themed entertainment
industry; “the Disneyland effect” [

June 14, 1968

* segregated post-war America; MLK Jr.’s

Letter from Birmingham Jail,

family 1n Atlanta, GA i e



my thesis argument

Amusement was changed by Disney’s idea and
started on the trajectory we see “theme parks” in

today.
+ “post-WW2" has existed up to the 1990s, setting
up now
+ a radical shift in methodology and viewing the

medium
> trending to more immersive environments (still!)



“the Disneyland effect”

MODERN LIVING

1. Popularity leads to
proliferation.
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2. In theory, these new
“themed” parks generate a
boom to towns and spur
development.
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3. Pa rk proh’feration nationwide Walt Disney’s Disneyland, season 1, episode 1,
“The Disneyland Story”, aired October 27, 1954
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Time magazine, author unknown, June 14, 1968
etc.) “Modern Living: The City: The Disneyland Effect”




segregation and unequal
guest experiences

two-pronged effect:
1. Black visitors (children and families)
2. Black employees (college students and senior citizens)

irony and double-sidedness; expectation vs. reality

NOTE: Disneyland vs. other parks and the “Disneyland effect” in integrated
1960s-70s America



segregation and unequal
guest experiences (continued)

Disneyland Integration Due1

LOS ANGELES, July 25
(UPI)-—-Joséph McKnight, Cdin-
gress of oial Equality ¢o-
chairman on employment, said
Disnevland officials had agreed
tentatively today to hire Negro
employes for the amusemeént
park. . 5

CORE representatives widre

‘assured at the meeting yestpr-
day that t

of directors
requests.

5 AT MIATITO ANATIN

wire article, United Press
International. New York Times,
July 26, 1963
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Confederate firing squad executes Union spy in front of

Souvenir slide circa 1961.

Above: Preconstruction concept drawing of Nalers Chicken Plantation.
All-Tom postecard P42667, published 1961.

Recruitment Center.

LEFT: press photo of a theatre troupe of college students, dressed as Confederate soldiers
executing a Union spy, with a young park guest—a “recruit”—joining in? (1961)

RIGHT: postcard with concept art for Naler’'s Plantation House restaurant (1961)

photos from Six Flags Over Texas: The First Fifty Years by Davis G. McCown




segregation and unequal
guest experiences (continued)

“T'W]hen you suddenly find your
tongue twisted and your speech
stammering as you seek to explain
to your six-year-old daughter why
she cannot go to the public
amusement park that has just
been advertised on television...”
— Martin Luther King, Jr.
Letter From Birmingham Jail
April 16, 1963

D,
D

Defunctland - Jun 2 2020
@Defunctland - Follow
Replying to @Defunctland

X

...daughterwhy she can'tgo to the public amusement park that has
just been advertised on television, and see tears welling up in hereyes

when sheis told that Funtown is closed to colored children ”

Defunctland

@Defunctland - Follow

And so Funtown became a demonstration location. Here is
one piece in 1963 about the park shutting down because of
an integration attempt by a group of mixed teenagers.

Fiu1t6wnls Closed

By Integration Bid

By DICK NERERT

Atlanta's Funtown Amusement Park closed down
its operations Sunday aftermoon rather than admit a
group of white and Negro teen-agers staging a desegre-
gation attempt.

A police sergeant who doclined | 103 them that was their
1o be identified said the group was | Dusiness. Then they asked

{ of “eight or 10" persons closing the park for the night
in their “late toens” about ovenly | '0ld them that was thetr
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https://twitter.com/Defunctland/status/1267844075039973378
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ENDOWMENT

FOR THE
LIBRARY HUMANITIES
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Go gie Chronicling America
Archive Historic American Newspapers
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
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Lixpansion Set
At Hersheypark

By CHARLES P. WILSON JR. |moth ferris wheel, and “little
s Eagle City Editor villgges." including Pennsyl-
HERSHEY — Plans ‘o de.| 2fid Dutch, wild west and old

velop Hersheypark int English themes.
of b plsaii sl ox:&t%ndci’gg James E. Bobb, president of
amusement centers . were re- gershey Estates, announced
vealed today at a press con.| b3t the project would be car-
ference here. ried out in five stages, with
The plans for the develop- the final one coming in 1976.
ment encompass a five-vear It‘ was pointed out that this
period and call for the estab-|Project wil be nearly com-

summer ProcRAM (CEDAR POINT!

BIG STEAMER PUT-IN-BAY g CUT-RATE EXCURSION

‘ Put In Bay Island Park . == FRIDAY, AUGUST 1
.' Cedar Point on Lake Erie, Sandusky ' .

¢
New ok

Cimes
Magazine

o T MO Lol B o ol

i

lishment of numerous new|Pleted by 1976, the time of theft
——— amusements, including a mam-|Pational bicentennial. Although|i
s the project was not scheduled|p . -
s tol cboincide with t}ne nationaljg
=o= : ° ° celebration, most of it will beli ‘
EHE i I‘eqlqlatl‘ve completed at that time. ¢ ey waz%";ﬁ:!a:; NreEn:
E = 2 In 1972, the program calls for T 2 SR R e
the completion of a carousel-|e 8 Dol Nousd (s shcurion Tice G Pir 1a ey 55 shil ok
. circle amusement center, als § SR Sarke. A1) e tiu i A .Sl S
€SS10i1 Pennsylvania Dutch BT @@, @t  { fare e Purie ey oc Cotor Poset or ontude s130- N0 {
1,000-seat aqua theater, a “talk|a oo sl oslebbvndie bt bl b o i e
T to the animals garden” and a|( A g Pl Ry ol -t
]\ears Elld petting zoo. Watiira 10145 p- m; j i "
1973's program calls for com-|i ! SUNDAY—Leave Detrnit at 10 2. m., all the after-
HARRISBURG (UPI)—Legis-| (Turmto Page2, Col. 1) T e
A lators returned to the Capitol
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